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(57) ABSTRACT

An oil control valve includes a housing having a control port
and a drain port, a first seat with a first penetration hole
forming a first chamber, a second seat with a second penetra-
tion hole forming a second chamber communicated with the
control port, the second seat with the housing forming a third
chamber communicating with the drain port, a first check
valve within the first chamber selectively closing the first
penetration hole, a second check valve within the third cham-
ber selectively closing the second penetration hole, and a third
penetration hole, a control portion selectively opening the
first check valve and simultaneously closing the second check
valve or selectively closing the first check valve and simulta-
neously opening the second check valve and an orifice con-
necting the first chamber with the second chamber.

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
OIL CONTROL VALVE AND VARIABLE
VALVE LIFT SYSTEM PROVIDED WITH THE
SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims the priority of Korean
Patent Application Number 10-2011-0045856 filed May 16,
2011, the entire contents of which application is incorporated
herein for all purposes by this reference.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

1. Field of Invention

The present invention relates to an oil control valve and a
variable valve lift system provided with the same. More par-
ticularly, the present invention relates to an oil control valve
of' which an orifice is integrally formed therein and a variable
valve lift system provided with the same.

2. Description of Related Art

Generally, for constructing a hydraulic pressure type vari-
able valve lift apparatus, there are required constituent ele-
ments such as a variable valve lift apparatus for controlling
valve lift, an oil control valve supplying hydraulic pressure to
hydraulic lines, an orifice reducing hydraulic pressure sup-
plied from an hydraulic pump and so on.

A general orifice has a structure for absorbing transmitted
wave transmitted from low pressure hydraulic line and lowers
hydraulic pressure supplied from an engine oil pump to reach
certain level for a variable valve lift apparatus to realize low
valve.

However, a general variable valve lift system requires the
orifice, an oil control valve, a variable valve lift apparatus, a
plurality of oil line connecting those elements, and thus
engine layout is complicated.

The information disclosed in this Background section is
only for enhancement of understanding of the general back-
ground of the invention and should not be taken as an
acknowledgement or any form of suggestion that this infor-
mation forms the prior art already known to a person skilled
in the art.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Various aspects of the present invention provide for an oil
control valve and a variable valve lift system provided with
the same having advantages of having simplified oil lines and
engine layout with an integrally formed orifice.

An oil control valve according to various aspects of the
present invention may include a housing of which a control
port and a drain port are formed thereto, a first seat of which
a first penetration hole is formed thereto, disposed within the
housing and the first seat with the housing forming a first
chamber, a second seat of which a second penetration hole is
formed thereto, disposed within the housing and the second
seat with the housing forming a second chamber communi-
cated with the control port and the second seat with the
housing forming a third chamber communicate with the drain
port, a first check valve disposed within the first chamber for
selectively closing the first penetration hole, a second check
valve disposed within the third chamber for selectively clos-
ing the second penetration hole and a third penetration hole is
formed thereto, a control portion which selectively opens the
first check valve and simultaneously closes the second check
valve or selectively closes the first check valve and simulta-
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neously opens the second check valve and an orifice connect-
ing the first chamber with the second chamber.

The orifice may be formed as “S” shape.

The oil control valve may further include a flange which
forms the first chamber and includes a first elastic portion
elastically supporting the first check valve.

The oil control valve may further include a second elastic
portion disposed within the third chamber and elastically
supporting the second check valve for the second check valve
to selectively close the second penetration hole.

The control portion may include a pilot of which a stepped
portion selectively pushing the second check valve to close
the second penetration hole is formed thereto and of which a
control rod selectively pushing the first check valve to be
opened through the third penetration hole and the second
penetration hole is formed thereto.

The control portion may include a case connected to the
housing, a plunger movably disposed within the case and
selectively moving the pilot, a bobbin wrapping the plunger
and wrapped by a coil and a yoke disposed between the
bobbin and the plunger.

A variable valve lift system according to various aspects of
the present invention may include a housing of which a con-
trol port and a drain port are formed thereto, a first seat of
which a first penetration hole is formed thereto, disposed
within the housing and the first seat with the housing forming
a first chamber, a second seat of which a second penetration
hole is formed thereto, disposed within the housing and the
second seat with the housing forming a second chamber com-
municated with the control port and the second seat with the
housing forming a third chamber communicate with the drain
port, a first check valve disposed within the first chamber for
selectively closing the first penetration hole, a second check
valve disposed within the third chamber for selectively clos-
ing the second penetration hole and a third penetration hole is
formed thereto, a control portion which selectively opens the
first check valve and simultaneously closes the second check
valve or selectively closes the first check valve and simulta-
neously opens the second check valve, an orifice connecting
the first chamber with the second chamber and a variable
valve lift apparatus communicate with the control port by an
oil line.

The orifice may be formed as “S” shape.

The oil control valve may further include a flange which
forms the first chamber and includes a first elastic portion
elastically supporting the first check valve.

The oil control valve may further include a second elastic
portion disposed within the third chamber and elastically
supporting the second check valve for the second check valve
to selectively close the second penetration hole.

The control portion may include a pilot of which a stepped
portion selectively pushing the second check valve to close
the second penetration hole is formed thereto and of which a
control rod selectively pushing the first check valve to be
opened through the third penetration hole and the second
penetration hole is formed thereto.

The control portion may include a case connected to the
housing, a plunger movably disposed within the case and
selectively moving the pilot, a bobbin wrapping the plunger
and wrapped by a coil and a yoke disposed between the
bobbin and the plunger.

An oil control valve and a variable valve lift system pro-
vided with the same according to various aspects of the
present invention may have simplified oil lines and engine
layout with an integrally formed orifice.

The methods and apparatuses of the present invention have
other features and advantages which will be apparent from or
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are set forth in more detail in the accompanying drawings,
which are incorporated herein, and the following Detailed
Description, which together serve to explain certain prin-
ciples of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11s a cross-sectional view of an exemplary oil control
valve according to the present invention showing operations
of the oil control valve in low pressure oil supplying.

FIG. 2 is as drawing showing an orifice of an exemplary oil
control valve according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of an exemplary oil control
valve according to the present invention showing operations
of the oil control valve in high pressure oil supplying.

FIG. 4 is a drawing of an exemplary variable valve system
according to the present invention showing operations of the
variable valve system in low pressure oil supplying.

FIG. 5 is a drawing of an exemplary variable valve system
according to the present invention showing operations of the
variable valve system in high pressure oil supplying.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to various embodi-
ments of the present invention(s), examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings and described
below. While the invention(s) will be described in conjunc-
tion with exemplary embodiments, it will be understood that
present description is not intended to limit the invention(s) to
those exemplary embodiments. On the contrary, the
invention(s) is/are intended to cover not only the exemplary
embodiments, but also various alternatives, modifications,
equivalents and other embodiments, which may be included
within the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims.

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of an oil control valve
according to various embodiments of the present invention
showing operations of the oil control valve in low pressure oil
supplying, FIG. 2 is as drawing showing an orifice of an oil
control valve according to various embodiments of the
present invention, and FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of an
oil control valve according to various embodiments of the
present invention showing operations of the oil control valve
in high pressure oil supplying.

Referring to FIG. 1 to FIG. 3, an oil control valve 10
according to various embodiments of the present invention
includes a hydraulic pressure portion 100 and a control por-
tion 200.

The hydraulic pressure portion 100 includes a housing 110
of which a control port 112 and a drain port 114 are formed
thereto, a first seat 120 of which a first penetration hole 121 is
formed thereto, disposed within the housing 110 and the first
seat 120 with the housing 110 forming a first chamber 116, a
second seat 140 of which a second penetration hole 141 is
formed thereto, disposed within the housing 110 and the
second seat 140 with the housing 110 forming a second cham-
ber 117 communicated with the control port 112 and the
second seat 140 with the housing 110 forming a third chamber
118 communicate with the drain port 114, a first check valve
123 disposed within the first chamber 116 for selectively
closing the first penetration hole 121, and a second check
valve 143 disposed within the third chamber 118 for selec-
tively closing the second penetration hole 141 and a third
penetration hole 144 is formed thereto.

The control portion 200 selectively opens the first check
valve 123 and simultaneously closes the second check valve
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143 or selectively closes the first check valve 123 and simul-
taneously opens the second check valve 143.

The oil control valve 10 according to various embodiments
of'the present invention includes an orifice 130 connecting the
first chamber 116 with the second chamber 117 and the orifice
130 is formed as “S” shape as shown in FIG. 2.

A general oil control valve and an orifice are mounted
separately each other, and thus it is difficult to design a plu-
rality of hydraulic lines in an engine cylinder head. If oil
pressure changes supplying to a variable valve lift apparatus
are delayed due to complicated hydraulic lines, switching
performance of the variable valve lift apparatus is deterio-
rated and also quality of a vehicle is deteriorated.

However, the oil control valve 10 according to various
embodiments of the present invention is provided with the
orifice 130 integrally and thus layout of the hydraulic lines
may be simplified. Thus, oil pressure changes supplying to a
variable valve lift apparatus are rapidly transmitted to the
variable lift apparatus, and switching performance of the
variable valve lift apparatus is enhanced. Also, processing
hydraulic lines to an engine cylinder head and required instal-
lation space may be reduced so that manufacturing cost and
process may be reduced.

The orifice 130 is shaped as “S” for absorbing pulsation
transmitted from low pressure hydraulic oil line.

The oil control valve 10 further includes a flange 127 which
forms the first chamber 116 and includes a first elastic portion
125 elastically supporting the first check valve 123.

The orifice 130 may be formed to the flange 127 or the
housing 110, or the flange 127 and the housing 110 may form
the orifice 130 together.

Since the flange 127 is inserted into the housing 110 and
thus the orifice 130 may be formed easily.

The oil control valve 10 further includes a second elastic
portion 146 disposed within the third chamber 118 and elas-
tically supporting the second check valve 143 for the second
check valve 143 to selectively close the second penetration
hole 141.

The control portion 200 includes a pilot 210 of which a
stepped portion 213 selectively pushing the second check
valve 143 to close the second penetration hole 14 is formed
thereto and of which a control rod 211 selectively pushing the
first check valve 123 to be opened through the third penetra-
tion hole 144 and the second penetration hole 141 is formed
thereto.

The control portion 200 includes a case 260 connected to
the housing 110, a plunger 220 movably disposed within the
case 230 and selectively moving the pilot 210, a bobbin 230
wrapping the plunger 220 and wrapped by a coil 232 and a
yoke 240 disposed between the bobbin 230 and the plunger
220.

The oil control valve 10 is connected to an engine 410 via
a bracket 300 and the control portion 200 is connected to a
connector 270 for being supplied power to operate the control
portion 200.

FIG. 4 is a drawing of a variable valve system according to
various embodiments of the present invention showing opera-
tions of the variable valve system in low pressure oil supply-
ing, and FIG. 5 is a drawing of a variable valve system
according to various embodiments of the present invention
showing operations of the variable valve system in high pres-
sure oil supplying.

Referring to FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, a variable valve system
according to various embodiments of the present invention
includes the oil control valve 10, a variable valve lift appara-
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tus 420 and an oil line 430 connecting the variable valve lift
apparatus 420 with the control port 112 to be communicated
with.

While a general variable valve system requires a high pres-
sure hydraulic line connecting each variable valve lift appa-
ratus with an oil control valve for supplying high pressure oil
to each variable valve lift apparatus and a low pressure
hydraulic line connecting each variable valve lift apparatus
with an orifice for supplying low pressure oil to each variable
valve lift apparatus, however, the variable valve system
according to various embodiments of the present invention
may simplify oil lines because the orifice 130 is formed
within the oil control valve 10 and the control port 112 may
supply high pressure oil or low pressure oil selectively.

Hereinafter, referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, operation of the
oil control valve and the variable valve system provided with
the same according to various embodiments of the present
invention in low pressure oil supplying will be described.

If'the variable valve lift apparatus 420 is operated in the low
lift mode, the plunger 220 is not magnetized, and the first
check valve 132 closes the first penetration hole 121.

And thus, high pressure oil in the first chamber 116 is not
directly supplied to the second chamber 117, but high pres-
sure oil in the first chamber 116 passes through the orifice 130
and pressure of the oil drops and then the low pressure oil is
supplied to the second chamber 117.

And then, the oil supplied to the second chamber 117 is
supplied to each variable valve lift apparatus 420 via the
control port 112 and the oil line 430.

If force exerted by pressure within the second chamber 117
is higher than elastic force of the second elastic portion 146,
the second check valve 143 is opened and then the oil is
exhausted through the drain port 114.

And thus, the pressure within the second chamber 117 may
be maintained in some level.

Hereinafter, referring to FIG. 2 and FIG. 5, operation of the
oil control valve and the variable valve system provided with
the same according to various embodiments of the present
invention in high pressure oil supplying will be described.

If the variable valve lift apparatus 420 is operated in the
high lift mode, the plunger 220 is magnetized by electric
power supplying from the connector 270, the plunger 220
moves with the pilot 210, the control rod 211 opens the first
check valve 123, and the stepped portion 213 pushes the
second check valve 143 so that the second check valve 143
closes the second penetration hole 141.

And thus, the high pressure oil in the first chamber 116 is
supplied to each variable valve lift apparatus 420 via the
second chamber 117, the control port 112 and the oil line 430.

As described above, the oil control valve and the variable
valve lift apparatus provided with the same according to
various embodiments of the present invention may simplify
oil supply lines for supplying oil for operating the variable
valve lift apparatus with simple scheme, and thus manufac-
turing process may be simplified and layout of the engine also
may be simplified.

The foregoing descriptions of specific exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention have been presented for pur-
poses of illustration and description. They are not intended to
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be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise forms
disclosed, and obviously many modifications and variations
are possible in light of the above teachings. The exemplary
embodiments were chosen and described in order to explain
certain principles of the invention and their practical applica-
tion, to thereby enable others skilled in the art to make and
utilize various exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion, as well as various alternatives and modifications thereof.
It is intended that the scope of the invention be defined by the
Claims appended hereto and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A variable valve lift system comprising:

a housing including a control port and a drain port;

a first seat disposed within the housing including a first
penetration hole and forming a first chamber with the
housing;

a second seat disposed within the housing including a
second penetration hole and forming a second chamber
with the housing that fluidly communicates with the
control port, the second seat also forming a third cham-
ber with the housing communicating with the drain port;

a first check valve disposed within the first chamber for
selectively closing the first penetration hole;

a second check valve disposed within the third chamber for
selectively closing the second penetration hole, the sec-
ond check valve including a third penetration hole;

a control portion which selectively opens the first check
valve and simultaneously closes the second check valve
or selectively closes the first check valve and simulta-
neously opens the second check valve;

an orifice connecting the first chamber with the second
chamber; and

a variable valve lift apparatus communicate with the con-
trol port by an oil line,

wherein the control portion comprises:

a pilot of which a stepped portion being selectively
engaged to the second check valve to push the second
check valve to close the second penetration hole is
formed thereto and of which a control rod selectively
pushing the first check valve to be opened through the
third penetration hole and the second penetration hole
is formed thereto;

a case connected to the housing;

a plunger movably disposed within the case and selec-
tively moving the pilot;

a bobbin wrapping the plunger and wrapped by a coil;
and

a yoke disposed between the bobbin and the plunger.

2. A variable valve lift system of claim 1, wherein the

orifice is “S” shaped.

3. Avariable valve lift system of claim 1, further comprises

a flange which forms the first chamber and includes a first
elastic portion elastically supporting the first check valve.

4. A variable valve lift system of claim 1, further comprises

a second elastic portion disposed within the third chamber
and elastically supporting the second check valve for the
second check valve to selectively close the second penetration
hole.



